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As stipulated by 3GPP TS 23.815:

Charging indications received from the called network (such as free of charge) shall be taken into account by the Pre-paid mechanisms.
Alcatel sees the need to carry a charged free indicator in the SIP messages:

To do that we have two options:

The SDP body

The most natural way to carry this information is the SDP since it allows indicating charge free per media component. Seen the fact that the SDP is carried by SIP, and interfacing with legacy networks is done by SIP, also interworking with legacy networks is covered. (#7 signalling systems carry the charge free indicator in the backward call indicators).

Having the charge free indication in the SDP, allows logging of this information in the CDR, and allows the session charging function of the on line charging system (see 23.815) to be informed automatically over the ISC interface.

The main problem with SDP is that the proxy must not modify the content of the body. So it will be again a transparent B2BUA behaviour.

The charging vector

Putting the charged free indication in the p-header is also a possibility, but here the problem will be to associate the information with the various media. Indeed, the charged free indication should be on a per media basis.

Based on the agreement of the group, Alcatel proposes to work out the details for this parameter and the required contributions to the involved documents.
